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For all fleſh is as graſs, and all the glory 
of 4 the Bow of the graſs. The 
graſs withereth, and the flower thereo 
falleth away. But the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever, and this is the word 
which by the Goſpel is preached unto 
you. 


Shall not ſtay to take any notice of the 
connexion of theſe words with what goes 
before. Conſidered in themſelves, there 
are two things which they principally ac- 
quaint us with. | 

1. The frail and dying ſtate of men in this 
world, even of thoſe who may ſeem in ſome 
reſpects to excel others, and are poſſeſſed of 
thoſe advantages, whereby they are raiſed aboye 
em. This the Apoſtle illuſtrates, by comparing 
all fleſh to the graſs of the field, and all the 
glory of man to the flower of the graſs; and by 
declaring concerning 'em, that as the grals 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away, 
ſo ſhall it be with them, and with all that which 
may be called their peculiar glory : And, 
2. The ſtability and durableneſs of the word 
of the Lord: By which, as the Apoſtle ac- 
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quaints us in the following words, we are to 
underſtand the word, which by the Goſpel was 


then preached to men, or the doctrine of ſalva- 


tion by a Redeemer, which had been in ſome 
meaſure made known in all ages of the world, 
but was more fully and plainly diſcovered by 
the preaching of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
which 1s the great means of recovering men to 
a new divine life here, and of fitting and prepa- 
ring 'em for a better life and world hereafter. 
This, the Apoſtle fays, endures for ever. Tho' 
all fleſh, and all the glory of man, be of a fa- 
ding and dying nature; yet this will be conti- 
m_ and ſupported, as long as the world it ſelf 
aſts. 

Both theſe I ſhall diſtinctly conſider; and 
then endeavour ſome improvement of 'em. _ 

J. I begin with the account, which the A- 
poſtle here gives us of the frail and dying ſtate 
of men in this world, and of thoſe things which 
may be accounted their glory. And under this 
head I would ſomewhat more particularly ſhew, 
both what 1s meant in the text by all fleſh, and 
all the glory of man; and alſo what is intended 
when thefe are compared to grals, and to the 
flower of graſs, and repreſented as withering 
and falling away. 


1. What we are to underſtand by all fleſh, and 
all the glory of man. 

(I.) By the former, viz. all fleſh, it is ſuffici- 
ently plain in the general, that we are to un- 
der ſtand all men, of what rank or condition ſo- 
ever they be. This is a very uſual ſenſe of the 
expreſſion in Scripture; as when the Pſalmiſt 
5 ſaye, 
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ſays, O thou that heareſt Prayer, unto thee ſhall 
all fleſh come: And God by the Prophet, ® All 
eſp ſhall know that 1 am the Lord: and John the 
Bapriſt, All fleſh ſhall fee the ſalvation of God : 
and our bleſſed Saviour, 4 as thou haſt given him 
power over all fleſh. But when they are repre- 
ſented under this character, we are not to conſi- 
der 'em as to their intire perſons, but only as to 
one part of em. They are creatures conſiſting 
of ſpirit as well as fleſh, of ſoul as well as body; 
and tho' in reſpe& of the one they are fitly 
compared to the graſs, and faid to wither and 
diez yet this is by no means true of the other. 
The Souls of men are of an immortal nature, 
and do not die with their bodies. This is evi- 
dent even from the light of reaſon, but is more 
fully diſcovered in that revelation which God 
has been pleaſed to favour us with; from whence 
it appears, that we are creatures deſigned for 
eternity: That we are now in a ſtate of trial, 
and muſt ſhortly be called to give an account of 
our ſelves to God: That when the duſt returns 
to the earth as it was, the ſpirit returns to God 
that gave it; and that hereafter we muſt be 
happy or miſerable for ever, according as we 
improve or miſimprove our preſent time and ad- 
vantages. And it is highly fit we ſhould often 
conſider our ſelves in this view, and admit theſe 
things into our ſerious thoughts. But the bo- 
dies of men, (on which account they are fitly 
ſtiled fleſh,) are of a periſhing and dying nature; 
and muſt in a little while be reſolved into their 


* Pſa]. [xv. 2. b Iſa,. xlix. 26, © Luke iii. 6. 
* John xvii. 2. 
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original duſt; There is, its true, a time coming, 
when theſe ſhall be raiſed again. There will 
hereafter be © a reſurrection of the juſt and the un- 
guſt : f All that are in their graves ſhall hear the 
voice of Chriſt, and ſhall come forth, &c. s and 
all muſt appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt z 
that they may be rewarded or puniſhed in their 
intire perſons according as they have behaved 
here. And the bodies of men thus raiſed up, 
and reunited to their ſouls, will be no more ſub- 
ject to diſſolution. Bur ar preſent they are in 
a frail and mortal ſtate; they are but houſes of 
clay, whoſe foundation is in the duſt ; and there- 
fore not only decaying of themſelves, but liable 
to be thrown down by innumerable accidents. 
And this is now the common caſe of all men, 
ever ſince the entrance of fin into the world; 
both high and low, rich and poor, young and 
old, are become ſubject to death; and muſt 
ſooner or later become the conqueſt of it. As 
rhe graſs withers and dies, ſo muſt theſe bodies 
of ours fall to the ground and ſee corruption. 
Bur, 

(2.) The Apoſtle further adds, and all the glo- 
ry of man. And as he compares all fleſh to 
graſs that withereth, ſo this to the flower of graſs 
that falleth away. This in the general muſt 
ſignify ſomething, whereby ſome men are di- 
ſtinguiſhed from others, and make a better ap- 
pearance in the world than the reſt about em 
do. As the flower of the field looks with a 
more beautiful aſpect than the graſs in which it 
grows, ſo ſome among the children of men may 


* Acts xxiv. 15. John v. 28, 29. © 2 Cor. v. 10. 
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enjoy thoſe favours and bounties of Providence, 
which may give em a greater luſtre, and ren- 
der em more regarded than others are. And 
this is what the Apoſtle here intends by the 
glory of man. : 

But then we are not to underſtand this expreſ- 
ſion, as including in it thoſe graces and vertues, 
whereby good men are diſtinguiſhed from others. 
'Theſe are indeed their principal glory, and what 
render *em peculiarly amiable and valuable. As 
the image of God was the great beauty and or- 
nament of man in his farſt creation; ſo the re- 
newal of this image in men, tho” it be but de- 
fective and imperfect here, gives em a peculiar 
glory and excellence above others. And this is 
the happy attainment of ſome in this world: 


Tho' they come into it in a corrupt and depra- 


ved ſtate as others do; yet by the Spirit of God 
in the uſe of his word, they are renewed in the 
ſpirit of their minds; and, as the Apoſtle expreſ- 
ſes it, are made partakers of a divine nature h, 
whereby they are enabled to live in a more ex- 
cellent and uſeful manner than others do. But 
this cannot be that glory of man, which the 
text ſpeaks of, becaule it is not ſubject to fall 
away, as we are aſſured that ſhall. It's true this 
divine principle may ſometimes be weakned, bur 
it ſhall never be wholly deſtroyed; yea death, 
which puts a period to all other glory of man, 
ſhall only be a means of bringing this to its 
higheſt perfection. | 

Bur we are to underſtand this expreſhon, as 
ſignifying thoſe outward ornaments and advan- 


b 2 Pet. i. 4. 
tages, 
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tapes, whereby ſome may excel others, and by 
means of which they may obtain a greater degree 
of regard and eſteem. And theſe are of various 
kinds. Either thoſe that relate to the body 
ſuch as beauty and comelineſs, ſtrength and vi- 
gour, Sc. Or thole that relate to their ſtate 
and c:rcumſtances in the world ; ſuch as riches 
and honours and employments, &c. Or thoſe 
that relate to the mind; ſuch as ſuperior know- 
ledge and wiſdom, Fc. Theſe are things where- 
by ſome men are diſtinguiſhed from others, and 
which they are too apt to account their glory, 
and to take roo much pleaſure and pride in. 


It muſt be acknowledged, that they are in 


themſelves defirable. It is a great favour to en- 
joy health and vigour of body, when man 


others may be groaning under pains and diſeaſes: 


To be poſſeſſed of that portion of outward good 


things, and placed in thoſe ſtations of lite, which 
may render us not only caſy in our minds, but 
capable of being uſeful and ſerviceable to others : 
And to be endued with ſuch a meaſure of-wil- 
dom and knowledge, as may not only intitle us 
to the eſteem of others, but put us into a ca- 


pacity of being publicly uſeful. But after all, 


it would be very unreaſonable unduly to value 


our {elves upon theſe things, ſince they are all 
fading and dying, and like the flower of the 
orais, are liable to fall away. And this leads 
me, | | 

2. To enquire briefly, what is intended, when 
theſe, vg. all fie, and all the glory of man, 
are compared ro gra/s, and to the flower of the 
graſs; and are repreiented as withering, and fal- 
ling away. And no doubt it is principally de- 
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figned to acquaint us with theſe two things 
concerning em, both which are confirmed by 
daily experience; that they are both of a hort, 
and alſo of an uncertain duration. 

(1.) This ſhews, that they are but of a ſhort 
duration. Not only that they cannot laſt al- 
ways, but that they cannot laſt long. The 
grals of the field, and the flower of it, are of a 
decaying, withering nature; which, if they are 
not cut down or plucked off, will in a little 
time die of themſelves. And thus it is with all 
fleſh, and all the glory of man. Time was, 
when the lives of men were drawn out to a 
great length, and when they enjoyed health and 
vigour for many hundred years together; bur 
yaw they are contracted into a much narrower 
compals. What the Pſalmiſt ſays, is found true 
by experience in our own times, that i the days 
of our years are but threeſcore years and ten; and 
if by reaſon of ſtrength they be fourſcore years, yet 
is their ſtrength labour and ſorrow ; for it is ſoon 
cut off and we flee away. And the glory of man 
is {fill of a ſhorter continuance than men them- 
ſelves, and often fades and dies away, before life 
it ſelf is brought to a period. If life be drawn 
out to any conſiderable length, it is uſually at- 
rended with very ſenſible decays of bodily 
ſtrength and vigour, and commonly of the 
powers and faculties of the mind too; and alſo 
with thoſe diſeaſes or infirmities which render 
the enjoyments of life in a great meaſure taſtleſs 
and inſipid. There is now and then an inſtance 


of one who cnjoys a good degree of vigour both 
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of body and mind, even in an advanced age; 
and they that do ſo are under peculiar obligations 
to be thankful; but uſually it is otherwiſe, and 
this is not ordinarily to be expected. And 

(2.) As theſe are but of a ſhort, ſo likewiſe of 
an uncertain duration. The graſs may be cut 
down, before it withers of it ſelf; and the flow- 
er may be plucked off, before it comes to fall 
away, and this may be the caſe of men; both 
in reference to life, and to the enjoyments of ir. 


We are fo far from having any certainty, that 


our lives ſhall be drawn to what we uſually call 
the age of man, that there are few in compari- 
ſon who attain to it. Many are cut off in their very 
infancy, and before they have made any publick 
appearance upon the ſtage of this world. Others 
are taken away in their youth, when they were 
promiſing themſelves many years to come, and 
contriving how they might render the future 
part of their life moſt comfortable to em. O- 
thers are taken away in the midſt of their days, 
when they are in the greateſt capacity of en- 
joying lite, and of being uſeful in it; which was 
the caſe of him whole death we are now la- 
menting. And tho' ſome are gradually brought 
to the period of their days by flow and lingring 
diſeaſes, yet how often have others been ſnatch- 
ed out of the world by ſudden death, or ſurpri- 
ſing accidents? Vea, ſo uncertain a thing is life, 
that none can ſo much as boaſt of to morrow, or 
know what a day may bring forth*, And in how 
many ways may all the glory of man be made to 
fall away, and men be deprived of what they 


* Prov. xxvii. 1. 
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f are too apt to value themſelves upon ? How of- 
ten have we ſeen a healthful and vigorous con- 
ſtitution, in alittle time broken and ſhattered by 
pains and diſtempers? In how many unexpected 
ways have riches taken to themſelves wings and 
flown away from the poſſeſſors of em? And 
how often have men of great capacities and en- 
dowments of mind, been either deprived of the 
uſe of their reaſon, or had it greatly enfeebled 
by diſtempers or diſaſters that have befallen 
em? The truth of theſe things is obvious to 
every one's obſervation; and there are tew that 
have lived any conſiderable time in the world, 
but can reflect upon inſtances of em that have 
fallen within the compaſs of their own know- 
ledge ; fo that we have reaſon to look not on] 
upon the lives of men, but the comforts of 'em 
too, as both of a ſhort, and a very uncertain du- 
ration. 
Thus I have conſidered the frail and dying 
' ſtate of men in this world, and have ſhewn that 
all men, and all that which may be called their 
glory, and which they are apt to take roo much 
pleaſure in, is like the graſs and the flower of it, 
| m_ of a ſhort and an uncertain continuance. 
And, 
II. I proceed to conſider the ſtability and du- 
© rablenels of the word of God, which is ſuggeſ- 
ted as a proper relief and ſupport under that 
thought. Tho? all men muſt die, and all their 
glory ſooner or later be laid in the duſt; yet 
the word of the Lord endures for ever. By which, 
as the following words inform us, we are chiefl 
= to underſtand the glad tidings of ſalvation by a 
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7 Redeemer, which (as 1 before obſerved) had in- 
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deed been publiſhed in the former ages of the 
world, but was then more fully manifeſted by 
the preaching of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 7 
and which we have now contained in the wri- 
tings of the Old, and cſpecially of the New 4 
Teſtament. We are told concerning the for.. 
mer of theſe, that they are of divine inſpirations: 
and are profitable for doftrine, for reproof, 
for correttion and inſtruction in righteouſeſs l. 
In them the doctrine of Chriſt and of fſalva= 7 
i tion thro' him is revealed, tho' leſs clearly 
1 and diſtinctly than now under the Goſpel. Our ws 
{it bleſſed Saviour himſelf refers the Jews ro *em as 
It teſtifying of himm. And he complains of his two 

i diſciples, that they did not thus underſtand 'em. 


4 O fools, ſays he, and flow of heart, to believe all 
55 that the Prophets have ſpoken, &c. and beginning 
1 at Moſes and all the Prophets, he expounded unto 
w em in all the Scriptures the things concerning him- 
wy ſelf v. But what was then more darkly re- 


vealed, and in a great meaſure couched under 
types and figures, is now more fully and clearly 
diſcovered in the writings of the New Teſta- 
ment. Therein this great doctrine is ſet in a 
clear and open light, and this revelation of it 
which he has thus given us, we are in the text 
aſſured ſhall endure for ever. And it may be ſaid 
to do ſo, on ſuch accounts as thele following. 

1. As it is that revelation of God's mind and will 
to men, which 1s to continue to the end of _ 
time, and is not to be ſucceeded by any other. 
He has been pleaſed even from the beginning of 
the world, to make himſelf known among the 
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children of men, not only by the works of na- 
ture, but by revelation too. Thoſe who lived 
in the carlieſt ages had ſuch diſcoveries of him 
made to 'em, as were then ſufficient to direct 
em in their duty towards him, and their hopes 
from him. Aſterwards, when he had ſeparated 
the Jews from the reſt of the world as a pecu- 
"i liar people to himſelf, he gave em a fuller and 
more particular diſcovery of his will in the wri- 
= tings of Moſes and the Prophets. But as that 
=> {tate of the church was not to continue always, 
but to be ſucceeded by another and a better, 
which was to be introduced by the coming of 
the Meſſiah; ſo now by him he has as it were 
put his laſt hand to this work, and given us that 
revelation and conſtitution, which is to conti- 
nue to the end of time. The Author to the 
«Hebrews tells us, That God who at ſundry times, 
aud in divers manners, ſpake in time paſt unto the 
Fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe Jaſt days 
ſpoken unto us by his Sono. And elſewhere he repre- 
ſents the Goſpel diſpenſation as a kingdom that 
muſt remain, and that cannot be moved p, and there 
fore earneſtly exhorts us to take care that we re- 
Fuſe not him that ſpeateth; whereby he plainly inti- 
mates, that this conſtitution ſhall never be al- 
tered, and that the revelation we now have is all 
We are to expect as long as the world endures. 
*T herein we have a full and clear diſcovery of 
All that is needful for us to know and believe and 
do in order to our ſalvation. Therein we are 
acquainted with all that duty which God the 
Tord requires of us, and with what we may 


? 
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hope for from him as the gracious reward of 
our ſincere compliance with it, and perſeve- 
rance in ir. And this, which is now fixed as 
the rule of our faith and life and hope, we are 
aſſured will be the rule of our future judgment; 
and that the final and everlaſting ſtates of men 
will be determined by it. 

2. It will. endure for ever as the ſtanding 
means of the converſion and ſalvation of loft 
{inners; whereby they are to be recovered from 
the ſlavery of fin and the world, renewed after 
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the image of God, and diſpoſed to a life of 


ſubjection and obedience to him. Beſide, what 
God has done for us in ſending his Son into the 


world as our Redeemer and Saviour, there is a 
turther work to be wrought in us, in order to 
our obtaining the bleſſings which this our Re- 
deemer has purchaſed for us. We mult be per- 
ſuaded to break oft our fins by repentance, to 


accept an offered Saviour, and to yield up our 


{elves to God according to the tenor of his gra- 
cious covenant; elle we can never be pardoned 
and accepted here, or happy hereafter. Now 
this is a work that muſt be carrying on thro” all 
ages of the world; and the great means where- 
by it is tobe accompliſhed, is the word of God; 
cipecially the preaching of ir. We are told in 
the verie before the icxr, that men are born 
„gain, not of corruptible /eed, but of incorrupti- 
hie; even by the word of Goes, which liveth and 
avideth for ever: Which, as it is the appointed 
means of effecting this gracious change in the 
hearts and lives of men, ſo will always abide 


with 'em, and continue to be preached to 'em 


for this purpoſe. The Goſpel is in Scripture 
{tiled 
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| ited the word of life a, and the word of ſalva- 
tion r; not only as it ſhews us the way of life 


and ſalvation, but as it is the great means which 


God makes ule of in begetting men to a new and 
divine life, and in preparing em for an eternal 
ſalvation. And it is for this end that the mini- 
ſtry of the Goſpel has been inſtituted. The 


great errand, on which the Apoſtles firſt, and 


ordinary miniſters now, are ſent among men, is 
to open the eyes of ſinners, to turn em from dark- 
ne ſs to light, and from the power of Satan to God]. 
Not that it is in their power to effect this change 
upon men: The great Apoſtle himſelf elſewhere 


utterly diſclaims this, when he ſays, Ibo is 


Paul, and who 2s Apollos, but miniſters by whom 


ge believed? 1 have planted, and Apollos watered, 


ut God gave the increaſe: So then, neither is he 
that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth 


but God that giveth the increaſe*. But they are 
to preach the Goſpel in order to this end, to in- 
culcate the great truths of it, to repreſent the 
duties of it, and to endeavour by all proper 


motives and arguments to perluade men to con- 
ſider and comply with the things that belong to 
their peace. And when our bleſſed Saviour, a 


little before his Aſcenſion, gave commiſſion to 
bis Apoſtles to go and teach all nations; and adds 
this gracious promiſe in the cloſe of it, Lo I am 


4 with you always even to the end of the world" 
this ſhews, it was his deſign that this work and 


office ſhould continue in all ages; and conſe- 


quently the word it ſelf which they are appoint- 


. Phil. 11. 16. Acts xiii. 26. Acts xxvi. 18. 
1 Cor. iii. 5, 6, 7 Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. 
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ed to preach. And it is highly reaſonable to 1 
ſuppoſe it ſhould do ſo; ſince it is from thence 


only that men can be acquainted with thoſe 
things which are proper to prevail upon 'em to 
quit the ſervice of ſin, and devote themſelves to 
the ſervice of God. | 
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3. It may be ſaid to endure for ever, as the 


effects it produces in the hearts and lives of men, 
are of an abiding nature; and do not wither and 
die, as the graſs, or the flower of the graſs. It 
is repreſented in the foregoing verſe as an incor- 
ruptible ſeed; which theretore, where it has ta- 
ken root, continues to ſupport and cheriſh that 


divine life which it has been the means of rai- 


ſing em up to. And for this reaſon the Apoſ— 
tle in what immediately follows exhorts Chrif- 
tians to deſire the ſincere milk of the word, that 
they may grow thereby ; intimating that this is de- 
{ſigned to be the means of promoting and im- 
proving the life which is begun in 'em. It's 
true, it may have ſome effects upon men, when 
yet it has no ſaving effect: It may make ſome 
impreſſions upon their minds, which afterwards 
may wear off and come to nothing; as we are 
taught by the parable of the * ſeed that was caſt 
into divers ſorts of ground. They may be brought 
under convictions by it, which yet may never 


iſſue in a ſaving converſion. They may be in- 


duced thereby to make a profeſſion of religion. 
when at the ſame time they are not hearty and 
ſincere in it. But when it has been made effec- 
tual to alter the byaſs of mens hearts, and to 
turn 'em from the love of fin, to the love of 


* Ch. n. 2: * Vat. x11. 


God 
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Z God and Chriſt, and holineſs, and to make 'em 
prefer an intereſt in the divine favour above all 
that this world can afford 'em; there is good 
ground to hope, that this gracious change thus 
> wroughtin 'em, ſhall be ſupported and carried on, 
and in due time raiſed up to perfection; and that 
be who has begun a good work in — perform 
it until the day of Cbriſt ). 
4. I may further add, that the word of the 
Lord endures for ever, as a ſure and abiding 
foundation of the future happineſs of thoſe who 
are now renewed after the image, and fo reſto- 
red into the favour of God. Thercin we are 
* aſſured, that there is a glorious inheritance which 
"the has prepared for his ſervants in the other 
world; which the Apoſtle in this chapter de- 
ſcribes as an inberitance incorruptible and und:filed, 
and that fadeth not away :. We are therein al- 
ſo acquainted, for whom this happineſs is de- 
ſigned; viz. for all thoſe who here are renewed 
in the ſpirit of their minds, and fo have been en- 
abled heartily to conſent to the Goſpel- cove- 
nant, and to behave agreeably to it. And as it 
gives 'em the hope of this happineſs, ſo it fur- 
niſhes em with the beſt and ſureſt foundations 
to build their faith and hope upon. They have 
the promiſe of God, and that confirmed by his 
+ oath, that by two immutable things, in which it 
was impoſſible for God to lye, they might have 
ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for refuge, to lay 
Hold on the hope ſet before 'em*. They have 
- Moreover the death and interceſſion of our Lord 
1 Jeſus, to found their faith and hope upon; who 


; Phil. i. 6, 2 Ver. 4. 2 Heb. vi. 18. 
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by the former has purchaſed this happineſs for z 


'em, and by the other is ſecuring it to em; and 
who has alſo aſſured his Diſciples, when he was 
about to leave this world, that he was going 70 
prepare a place for emb, which he would cer- 
tainly in due time put 'em into the poſſeſſion of 
They are further encouraged to expect this from 
the work and office of the holy Spirit ; who is 
appointed to dwell in 'em for the ſupport and 


improvement of the work he has already begun; 


yea the very work it ſelf which he has wrought 


in em, is an earneſt of what is farther deſigned 


for em; and as theſe are in themſelves very 
ſtrong and ſolid foundations of the hope of 
Chriſtians, ſo they are of an abiding nature; 
and will ever remain an unfailing ground of their 
firmeſt truſt and confidence. 

Having thus in ſome meaſure explained both 
the parts of the text, I ſhall now endeavour ſome 
improvement of what has been ſaid. And, 

I. It ſhould teach us what account to make 
of the preſent life, and of all the enjoyments of 
it. We ſee that all fleſh is as graſs, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of the graſs, thar 
both our lives and the choiceſt inſtances of our 


worldly glory are of a fading dying nature, and 
what we hold by a very uncertain tenure. Let 


us then be often conſidering 'em in this view, 
and take care that we do not ſet our hearts un- 
duly upon 'em, or place too great a truſt and 
confidence in em. That advice, which God 


gave by the Prophet to his people of old, is pro- 
per to be obſerved by all of us, Let not the wiſe 


d John xiv. 2, 3 
man 
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* 3 nan glory in his wiſdom, neither let the mighty man * 
1d gor) in bis might, let not the rich man glory in his W 


as _ riches. But let him that glorieth, glory in this, 
10 _ that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, that I am 
r= 3 rtbe Lord, which exerciſe Ioving-kindneſs, judg- 
bf. ment, and righteouſneſs in the earth ©. 

* 2. Ir ſhould affect us with a becoming ſor- 
is row, when we ſee the truth before us verified 
id in any inſtances, and eſpecially in the death of 
1; ſuch as have been peculiarly deſirable and uſeful 
hr to us. Whenever we ſec or hear of any dying 
ed about us, it is highly fit we ſhould lay it to heart, 
ry and endeavour to get our minds ſuitably impreſ- 
of Hed by ſuch providences ; eſpecially when we 
conſider that this dying ſtate in which men are 
ir zs the effect of ſin, and that every freſh inſtance 

of death's conquelt is a plain indication to us, 

h that we ourſelves alſo mult ſhortly ſubmit to the 
je ſtroke of it, as being of the ſame make and frame 
with thoſe that are gone before us. But we are 

ce pot only warranted, but obliged to expreſs a 
of reater degree of ſorrow, when God is plea- 
je ſed to remove from among us thoſe who were 
ar both furniſhed with capacities for eminent ſer- 
ur vice, and had hearts diſpoſed to all the good 
d they were capable of. Such providences look 
mg 2 awfully on thoſe who are more immediate- 
v, concerned in em, and loudly call upon 'em 
1- to enquire into the reaſons and deſigns of 'em. 
d And this leads me to take notice of the very fe- 
4 Vere breach, which God has made upon us by 
the death of Mr. John Corniſh, who has for a 


4 cConſiderable time laboured in the word and doc- 
© Jer. K 34 
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trine among us with great acceptance; and, if 


it have not been our own fault, with ſucceſs too. 
1 cannot pretend to give you the hiſtory of his 
life. Nor need J to enter far into his character, 
when ſpeaking to thoſe who were ſo long and 


ſo well acquainted with him. However, I think 


ſo good a one, as he deſervedly bore among all 
that knew him, ought not to be wholly paſſed 
over in ſilence. if 

He had the happineſs of an excellent natural 
temper, which was very cool and compoſed, 
and not eaſily put into any ruffle or diſorder, by | 
means of which he was both eaſy to himſelt, 
and to all about him. His converſation was 
agreeable and pleaſant and inſtructive; wherein 
there appeared a decent mixture of gravity and 
chearfulneſs, and an aim at improving his own 
mind or thoſe of others; on which account it 
was much valued and defired by thoſe that knew 
him. He was very fincere and hearty in his 
friendſhip, faithful to the truſt repoſed in him, 
and always ready to every office of kindneſs that 
lay in his power. Thar love and charity, which 
1s ſo much recommended by our bleffed Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, ſeemed to be wrought into 
the very temper of his ſoul. He bore a fincere 
kindneſs and good will towards all, and had a 
peculiar regard to all that love our Lord Jeſus 
in ſincerity: And tho' he had well conſidered, 
and was throughly ſatisfied in thoſe ſentiments 
he had e 25 z yet he knew how to exer- 


ciſe charity towards thoſe that were otherwiſe 
minded, and to love them notwithſtanding their 
different opinions or denominations; and was 
offended with nothing more than an intempe- 7 

rate 
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rate zeal and an uncharitable behaviour in Chrif- 
tians towards one another, on the account of 
s _ thoſe things wherein good men may differ. He 
„ was a perſon of great wiſdom and prudence, 
who not only knew how to order bis own af- 


k fairs with diſcretion, but was very capable of 
1 adviſing and direfting others; and was remarks 
d * ably inoffenſive in his whole conduct and con- 


verlation. He had naturally a good genius and 
capacity; and as he was placed in thoſe circum- 
„ ſtances of life which gave him leiſure for ſtudy, 
„bo he took care to improve em by a diligent 
5 8 
18 


application to it; and had made greater advan- 
ces in moſt parts of uſeful learning, than many 


n others of his time and ſtanding. He was more- 
d over a perſon of a very ſerious ſpirit, one who 
n had real religion at heart, and who made it his 
it principal care to cultivate it in himſelf, and to 
promote it in others. As he all along deſigned 
is the miniſtry as the bufineſs of his life; ſo it was 


1, dis earneſt defire and endeavour that he might 
u de ſuirably furniſhed for it. And how great a 
h proficiency he had made herein, ſufficiently ap- 
i peared from his publick performances; which 
o diſcovered a clear head, a ſolid Judgment, and a 
re ſerious mind; and were wiſely adapted to pro- 
2 mote both knowledge and holineſs.. How ac- 
15 ceptable both his labours and his conduct among 
d, us have been, is manifeſt from the general lamen- 
ts tation at his death, and the reſpe& you have 
r- » ſthewn him at his Funeral. And how much he 
was valued and deſired in that worthy Family, 
where he ſpent many years, the uncommon ſenſe 
as wich they have of the loſs of him, is a very 
:- convincing proof, | 
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But inſtead of enlarging on theſe things, I 
chooſe rather to take a ſomewhat more particu- 
lar notice of his behaviour in that long afflic- 
tion, which has at laſt put a period to his days 


With and labours. His whole life was indeed exem- 
1 plary and inſtructive; but the cloſe of it was 
N b+ peculiarly ſo. In the former part of his life, he 
$03 had enjoyed an uncommon meaſure of health, 
' b which it might have been expected would have 


rendred ſuch a trial very uneaſy; eſpecially con- 
fidering the natural tenderneſs of his ſpirit, and 
how much he was wont to be affected only with 
the report of what he afterwards underwent. 
Bat tho” it was in it ſelf long and ſevere too, 
and in which he was obliged to ſubmit to ſeveral 


painful operations; yet was he patient, and re- 


figned under all, and maintained not only an 
eaſy, but a chearful temper. He was never heard 
to murmur or repine at the hand of God, but 
was always ready, not only to juſtify, but to 
bleſs him : As he did not deſpiſe the chaſtning 
of the Lord, ſo neither did he faint under his 
rebukes. His great concern was, not that the 
affliction might be removed, but ſanctified; and 
that he might be enabled to behave in ſuch a 
manner under it, as would be to the honour of 
religion, and the inſtruction and advantage of 
others. This was ſo much upon his mind, that 
when he had ſome hopes of being returned to 


Ll his work again, he was purpoling to im- 
*% prove the providence of God towards him in a 
j diſcourſe on thoſe words of the Pſaimiſt ; 43 
| ſed is the man whom thou chaſtneſt, O Lord, and 
© Pal. xciv. 12. | = , 

zeacheſi 
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I teacheſt him out of thy law; which he juſtly 
- > apprehended would lead him into thoſe medi- 
= > tations, which might be inſtructive both to him- 
s > ſelf and others. But it pleaſed the all- wiſe God 
to prevent him in this deſign, and ſo to deprive 
us of the advantage of ſuch a diſcourſe; tho' no 
doubt his thoughts on this ſubject were of great 
„ © ule to himſelf. | 
© And as he behaved in ſo exemplary a manner, 
ſo God was very gracious to him, in furniſhing 
d him with needful ſupports under this long and 
h + ſevere trial, and even under the proſpect of death 
t. it ſelf; ſo that he was enabled to maintain the 
„ + ſame calm and compoſed temper which he had 
al before diſcovered. He had the ule of his rea- 
>- fon and underſtanding to the laſt, and when he 
n had the ſentence of death in himſelf, was rai- 
xd ſed up above all diſcouraging fears of it. The 
1t day before he died, when in converſation with 
to him, I was expreſſing my hopes that he found 
g all well between God and his own Soul, he 
1s readily replied, I than God all is well And 
je further expreſſed himſelf in words to this ef- 
d fect; © I have given up my ſelf to God in co- 
a © venant ; and thro' grace have made it my 
of principal care and endeavour to live anſwera- 
of A bly to my covenant engagements; and there- 
at fore, tho' I have many defects and failings to 
to “ lament, yer I hope for acceptance thro” the 
n- merits of my Redeemer.” He would not, he 
a aid, pretend to enlarging joys ; but he bleſſed 
;/- God he was under no doubts or fears. And 
1d hen I added, that J hoped he would then from 
his own experience recommend the truth and 
goodness of the ways of religion to others, he 
fl 4 an- 
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anſwered with a peculiar pathos, * That he 
« could do with all freedom; that he was firm- 
ly perſuaded of em, and fully believed what 
« he had preached to others.” Thus as his life 
was exemplary, ſo his end was peace. He had 
took care to live to Religion, and he enjoyed 
the comfort of it in his dying hours. oy 
The loſs of ſuch a one, _ eſpecially in the 
midſt of his days, and when we hoped he might 
have been much longer uſeful, cannot but bea 
very juſt ground of our ſorrow. It is ſo more 
immediately to us. It is ſo to his Brethren in 
the Miniſtry, among whom he was highly 
eſteemed and beloved. And I might add, it s © 
ſo peculiarly to me, who in him have loſt a moſt 
fincere Friend, as well as uſeful Fellow-Labou- 
rer. But it becomes us to ſubmit to the al“ 
wile and ſovereign Diſpoſer of all things. 
3. Vet for our relief under ſuch awful pro- 
vidences, let us remember what the text ſug- 
geſts for this purpoſe, That the word of the Los 
endures for ever. They who are employed to 
preach it, are but men, dying men, as well 87 
others; the Prophets themſelves do not live fo 
ever. We of this Chriſtian Society, have o'* 
late had very ſenſible inſtances of the truth 3 


this; from whom God has ſeen meet, in th: 


ſpace of little more than four years, to tal? 
away two of thoſe that were wont to diſpenct 
the word of life to us. Such breaches as theſe, 
no doubt, ſhould deeply impreſs our minds, as 
diſpoſe us to humble our ſelves under the han 


o 


1 25 1 
iven us as the rule of our faith and life; and 
which, if duly attended to, is able to make us 
| wiſe to ſalvation, If when Miniſters die, they 
ife XZ were to carry away the Goſpel along with 'em, 
ad the loſs of em would be inſupportable. Bur, 
ed bleſſed be God, this is not the caſe : Even while 
they are among us, they have no dominion 
over our faith, but are only helpers of our joy : 
Their buſineſs is to preach the Goſpel; and 
2 what they deliver is no farther to be regarded, 
than as it is agreeable to that Goſpel; and when 
they are removed from us, they leave us till 
MX in the poſſeſhon of this invaluable Bleſſing. 
= Yea, tho* Miniſters die, yet neither does the 
** miniſtry die with em. They muſt not be 
© /uffered to continue, by reaſon of death; but our 
"2X Lord Jeſus will take care to ſupport the office jt 
& ſelf to the end of the world; and from time to 
time to raiſe up ſuch as ſhall ſupply the room of 
5, thoſe that are gone. And we have reaſon to 
expect, not only that the Goſpel ſhall be preach- 
ed, but that ir ſhall be made effectual to the 
great purpoles for which it is appointed; that 
by means of it many ſhall in all ages be added 
do the Church of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, and 
others built up in their moſt holy Faith, and 
that thus the great ends and deſigns of our Re- 
take deemer's undertaking ſhall be accompliſhing, 
ene. which cannot but be a very comfortable thought 
hele, & to ſerious Chriſtians. And if we can find that 
— the Goſpel has produced its proper effects in 
us, that we have been wrought into a firm be- 
lief of it, ſuch as has prevailed upon us to con- 
ſent to the covenant of God, and ſincerely to 
employ our ſelves in his ſervice, we have good 
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ground to hope, that "tho particular . minifters W 
are called away from Us, yet the work which is 
begun in us ſhall be carried on; and While we 
are careful to keep cloſe to God in che way of 
our duty, and to approve our ſelves Rüthi 20 
death, we may depend upon obtaining that hap- 
pineſs, Which the word of God has given us 
$2 the hope and proſpect of, and which others are 
1 _  — While therefore we are la- 
mamenting the loſs of our valuable friends, and 
3 particularly thoſe wha have been wort to dit- 
penſe the myſteries of the Gofpel*xo- us, let 
oF us be thankful that the Goſpel is ſtill continued 
be with us; let us pray. that he, who has the re- 
1 ſidue of the Spirit, would be furniſhing others 
for the miniſtfy of it; arid tate dre that we 
be Followers of #hoſe who- thro faith ard Patience 
are inberiling-the promiſes” S * *. 4 
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